Meadow Primary School
Newsletter
Year 1

Bright Lights, Big City!

Our first topic in Year One is ‘Bright Lights, Big City’, where we will
be learning all about London.
In this unit, we will look at the history of London as we delve into
the events of the Great Fire of London; the geography of London
and the characteristics of a city.
Our discovery day for this unit will be on Monday 6th September
and we are delighted to announce that Her Majesty the Queen
will be gracing us with her presence at our royal tea party! Please
ensure that your child dresses to impress in their finest attire,
ready for tea with the Queen. The children will need to bring in a
small afternoon tea –style snack to enjoy together as part of this.
Some things you could do to prepare for this topic are:
 Visit London and take a ride on the underground, see the city
by bus or maybe even by boat!
 Visit the Monument to the Great Fire of London.
 See St Paul’s Cathedral and learn about how it was re-built
after the Great Fire.
 Visit the Museum of London and find out all about the
history
of
London
–
or
visit
online:
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/families/fun-home
 Play
the
Great
Fire
of
London
Game:
https://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/game/
Reading Challenge!
The teachers at Meadow Primary School challenge you to read 6
books over the summer holiday using your Harper Collins Big Cat
Login. If you complete the challenge, you will receive a
certificate in September 2021. Please check past emails for login
details or email your class teacher.

PE and Swimming
The Year One PE day will be on Tuesday each week.
Please ensure that your child arrives wearing full PE
kit to suit the weather.
During Autumn 1, the children will swim on the
following mornings:
1A –Butterflies – Tuesday
1W – Ladybirds – Wednesday
1G – Bumblebees - Thursday
They will need to bring their kit to school, in a named
bag, ready to change in to. Please contact the class
rep if you are able to help with changing. You will
need a DBS check, which can be arranged via the
office.
Homework
Reading- this is really important in Year 1 and we
would like the children to read every day for 10
minutes with an adult and this recorded in their
reading record.
It is important to read and talk about stories to
children and encourage them to discuss plot, character
and setting to develop their comprehension skills.
Spellings – these will be sent out weekly once we are
settled into Year 1 and are to be practised at home
throughout the week for their Friday spelling test.
Other – We will set regular online homework tasks
using Spelling Shed, Maths Seeds and Busy Things. The
activities set are designed to reinforce the learning in
school and children should spend approximately 10
minutes twice a week completing these.
Reporting a concern:
If you have a concern please contact your child’s
teacher via email. Should you need to take your
concern any further please follow this line of enquiry.
Class teacher – Mrs Gerrie / Miss Althorp, Miss Wood
Year Group Leader – Mrs Gerrie
Phase Leader – Mrs Gerrie
Assistant Head – Mrs Gerrie
Deputy Head – Miss Levers
Head of School – Ms Benardout
Email contacts
Class teacher email:
mgerrie@meadow.surrey.sch.uk
lwood@meadow.surrey.sch.uk
lalthorp@meadow.surrey.sch.uk (from 1/9)
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Reminders
Authorisation forms
Please ensure the authorisation form for your child is up to date, with a complete list of any adult able to collect
your child. We will not let anyone else take your child that is not listed. If there is a change to the day please let the
LSA know in the morning or call the office and a message will be passed to your class teacher.
Nut Allergies
Can we remind you that we do have children and staff with severe nut allergies at school. Please make sure that
packed lunches are completely nut free, including Nutella spread. Thank you.
Earrings
Please can these be removed before school starts, for health and safety reasons children in Reception and Key
Stage 1 should not wear earrings to school.
Uniform
Please remember to label all pieces of school uniform clearly so that we are able to return items to the owner.

Rewards and Praise
We have a wide range of ways in which we will reward or praise your child whilst they are at school with us.
Team Points
Our school Teams are Red (Mercury), Blue (Neptune), Green (Jupiter) and Yellow (Saturn). The children will be
rewarded with team points which they will tally on the wall in the classroom. This is then collected by Year 6
children who read out the weekly total in Celebration assembly each week.
Golden Pencil Award
Each week we celebrate the children’s progress in handwriting. One child is chosen from each year group to receive
a golden pencil and a golden pencil certificate during Celebration assembly. Their amazing piece of handwriting will
be displayed within school.
Blue Celebration Certificates
Once a week Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 have Celebration assembly. This is where we celebrate pieces of
outstanding work completed during the week. One child per class is chosen to receive a Blue Certificate in
recognition of their amazing work.
Behaviour Minutes
Children have the opportunity to earn ‘minutes’ for good behaviour during the school day. These minutes add up to
reward time that is child-led. This may be 25 minutes of extra play, 40 minutes of choosing time or 90 minutes of
team games, or an activity that is voted for by each class.
Rainbow, Sun and Cloud
Unfortunately, we do have to have sanctions for incidences of poor behaviour. Each week the children will start on
the sunshine. If a child has been unkind or is not following an adult’s instruction, they may be placed on to the rain
cloud. This is a code 1 to remind the child to think about their behaviour. For each code received, a child will miss 5
minutes of their playtime the following day. (This enables them to have time to think about and change their
behaviour and hopefully earn their way back to the sunshine.) Continued poor behaviour may result in an
additional Code 1, up to a total of 5. Children will move down the cloud system from the sunshine, to the thunder
cloud for each code they receive. If a child is aggressive or uses inappropriate language towards another child or
adult, they may receive a Code 2, which means they move straight to the thunder cloud and miss 25 minutes of
their lunchtime play. They will spend some time reflecting on their behaviour as part of this missed play. Parents
will always be informed if a child has received a Code 2.
Children can also earn their right to be on the Rainbow. In Year 1, this is achieved by children being awarded 3
stickers in a day. These might be for reading with an adult, good group work, excellent independent learning etc.
Occasionally, children may move straight to the Rainbow for completing one piece of work.
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Journey of Discovery

